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prices for bread are 19 kopecks and 4 to 8 roubles; for butter
7-30 and 45 roubles; for sugar 2-60 and 15 roubles; and for
potatoes 25 kopecks and 3 roubles. Thus, while a Communist or
Ogpu official pays 3-18 roubles for a kilogram of meat against
his ration card, a provincial worker, whose card entities him
only to bread and meat, has to pay 25 roubles for a kilogram of
meat. The same applies to all other foodstuffs, so that a work-
man would pay 477 roubles for foodstuffs which would cost the
Ogpu officials 100 roubles. A high Ogpu official obtains a
decent lunch at his club for i rouble, while the workman has to
pay I * 65 for a poor dish of soup. The same applies to clothing.,
boots and all other necessaries, including rents: everywhere
the classes of minor importance to the State are neglected,
while the "State-preserving classes" enjoy numerous privileges.
No wonder foreign observers, who consort only with the
privileged categories, do not perceive this fact, and conclude
that there is no hunger and no distress in Russia.
We have, then, on one side the recipients of the ample
Kremlin rations, the industrial workers with their more
modest rations, and the local Communist organizations (which
often form a transition group), and the members of the show
collective farms; on the other the great mass of starving,
miserable people.
These "non-privileged" classes include above all the majority
of the peasants, as well as certain categories of minor officials
and employees in the provincial towns. These are so ill-
nourished that many of than have lost all desire to live. They
receive too much to let them die, not enough to live.
So it is that two to three million "State supporters" live as
in an island of plenty surrounded by an ocean of hunger
and misery. Renegades are banished from the blessed island
and are cast out into the sea of the starving. Hence the
ghastly discipline which is the foundation of the Soviet State.
The contrast between the life of the privileged classes and
that of the masses, and betweeu Govemmeat promises and